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By NMAYNES JONNSON 


THE REAL CIA. By Lyman 
B. Kirkpatrick Jr. Macmil- 
lan, 312 pages. $6.95, 


One Sunday afternoon in the 
“Summer of 1942 a young, 


* 6-foot-5-inch civilian eager for 


* action packed enough clothes - 


: to last auweek and headed for 


- much in demand these days; . 


a rendezvous outside the old 
Raleigh Hotel at 12th and 
Pennsylvania Ave. At the ap- 
pointed hour of 3 o'clock a 


black Chevrolet with District | 


of Columbia plates pulled up 


to the curb, the driver nodded _ 


affirmatively that he was 


known as ‘Alex,’ the civilian. 


entered,- and the car sped 
away to an unknown destina- 


tion. That was Lyman Kirk- if 
patrick’s introduction to the |} 


shadowy world of the secret 
agent. re 
Now, after OSS service in 
- Europe, high-level intelligence 
tours around the world, anda 
final position as the No. 3 man 
in the CIA before his retire- 
ment in 1965, Mr. Kirkpatrick 


looks back on his career and 


assesses that intensely con- 
troversial agency which he 
helped to create and manage. 

With the exception of Allen 
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nizes the fundamental dilem- 
ma posed by the presence of a 
powerful—and secret—organi- 
zation working beyond normal. 
Guidelines of law and prece- 
dent. : 


a deep concern, indeed fear,' 
over the concentration of too: 
much power in any area of our‘ 


| points out, “is the painstakingmal vigilance in our system of 7 


; assembly of 
i €pproach is scholarly and cau 
' tious, 


information.” His'ch 


his style clear and‘: - 


-United States government,” 
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“alone.) He also clearly recog- +. 
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“Tho American people have: |< 


~ ©. A. 1,05- MRKPATRIC 


Lyman ®& . | 
-” TwE:| 


at 
[I 
4 


“Tr? Sounson pHayn ys. 


REAL RLy 


| Straightforward, his observa- ; 
‘tions intelligent and useful. He ; 
' has written a good book, and a 
: Valuable: one, It will not, of j 
‘Course, satisfy those who be-'| 
lieve the CIA is a sinister men- |: 


One of Mr. Kirkpatrick's; 


central themes touches on this “though, that the wish alone . 


dilemma, It is the old and une ; Will not make this true. As one 
resolved problem of the CIA's ; Way. of restoring confidence, 
dual role—of its overt, or intel- ! he looks to the President and 
ligence gathering and analysis: the Congress, They should re 
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Dulles and one or two other 2C¢ Contributing to an erosion 


functions vs. its covert, or se-. 


men, no one is in a better 
position to give us an intimate 
portrayal of our intelligence 
operations, Mr. Kirkpatrick 
has not written that kind of 
book, He shows us little cloak 


and less dagger; he offers vir- 


tually none of that James 
Bond type of derring-do so 


| he never breaks a cover, dis- 


Parl 


closes a secret, or violates a 
confidence, Indeed, he tells us 
little that is not generally 
known about the CIA. 

What Mr. Kirkpatrick does 
is more important than drop- 
ping an occasional titillating 
or sensational anecdote about 
our intelligence community, 
’ He writes as a professional 


‘ about a professional agency 


' whose principal function, as he 


au 
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of American democracy, Nor 
jwill some of his remarks 


entirely please the CIA's more |. 


‘diehard defenders (and they 
‘are numerous, 
erful in this city), That he 
falls in between these differing 
sides is a measure of his suc- 
cess, ; ; . 
. | Charges Unfounded 
' As Mr. Kirkpatrick sees it, 
‘most of the charges against 
‘the CIA are unfounded, In his 


view, the agency is well super= « . 
1 controlled by the : 
President and the Congress, It ; 


vised and 


does not, he Says, have a 
blank check to carry out its 
functions; it does not make — 
or worse, subvert — U.S, for 


eign policy. These ara stan *- 


dard, and predictable, posi- 
‘tions for one who, like Mr, 
Kirkpatrick, believes the CIA 


is safeguarding the security of: J 


the nation. He does not, how. 
-ever, hesitate to criticize the 
‘agency for its failures — most 
;particularly those involving 
. the U-2 flight over Russia and 
-the Bay of Pigs invasion, (His 
‘analysis of that latter disaster 
14g. worth the price of the book 


vocal and pow- | _ 


cret action “operations.” For 
‘*some years, there have been 
some who want to separate 


the two into different ' 
organizations, and some satis« | 
‘. fied: with present conditions,“ rity is not: in ‘itself sufficient, 


With such examples as the 
, overzealous “operators” in 
|‘ charge of the Bay of Pigs in 
"mind, Mr, Kirkpatrick makes 
-4 strong point about the entire 
‘use of secret operations, 


Suggests Report 


“The policy level of the gov- 
’ ernment,” he says, “should di- 
i rect its use only’ in the most 
‘. serious national emergency, 
; and as a last resort before the. 
', Use of military power.” Even’ 
then, he says dryly, the use of 
+ covert action to implement for~ 
i eign policy may be “counters 
+ Productive when successful; 
when unsuccessful it ean be 
+! catastrophic,” 

| Ho hopes the CIA will sur- 
. Vive its blemished reputation 
: earned through its heralded 
‘ failures (without taking into 
: account, as President Kennedy 


| pointed out, its. untrumpeted ; 


'; Successes) and recelve the 
‘ confidence and su 
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- port more fully and candidly || 
. to the people about the CIA, he. | 
' Says, and adds, in a thoughtful °|' 
‘conclusion: — ip 

“Conviction that the CIA is a 
a necessity to national secu- 4'| 


There also must. be assurance ¢ I 
; that the agency igs under {/ | 
. Proper control and: operating ‘| 
| competently. This comes from. | 
‘the President and Congress, ‘/ 
‘| The, President should ask his ‘| 
i Foreign Intelligence Board to: 
[prepare an annual report that i : 
| could be made public. The ‘ 
| OIA Subcommittees of Cone : |i; 
‘gress should report periodi-? | 
ically to the full membership, 
i.Neither report need divulge : 
| classified information, No sen- : 
1 sible.and patriotie American : 
j. would want that, but they are ! 
| Interested in whether the CIA , 
is a dangerous secret Power + 
or a dedicated public serv. 


ian’: ; 

‘ Mr. Kirkpatrick’s opinions 
; command respect; he deserves ‘ 
i to be widely read and studied, : 
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